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Secondhand smoke report likely to prompt new restrici^ons 


Bf KAREN QARLOCH lO 

ST»«f Wrnw v 

!.c«i»k lur oaatetle smoker s, 
already fcclinq like second class 
olt/ens. tti qp| pvrn more pressure 
'<) slop then incolHip h.ibils 

A Icder.il Irrvuootrirnt.il Proiec- 
lion /'aeFK7 repon tn be released 
(odjf olht i.dly Imb sectin<Ui ft<||l 
s amk e to limy c.hkit j,m.| 
lor reiser! risk of nneurit m,» ,M><t 


bronchitis in children. Il‘s 
expected to qenerate new restric- 
lions aqatmt smoking in public 
buildings «m<1 rwivve workplaces 
I ihmk it will push cities to 
ev.iin.vic what iliey n*n>n 10 he 

doing ' Ch.vhin*- Wavor Richard 
Vtiubol sold Wndnrsclav 

"I: v n<>( In it tone I to say lh.it 
sotT'1'wb.-n- ^.'tiftintc*. sum« ; N*1v 
io.iv i 1 in. v vt.1 1 ni < 1 1 in t nt-i 


they love basketball or they love 
restaurants. and I hey were in dan¬ 
ger because too much smoking 
w.is gorog on there," Virimot said. 

Me said tie may ask the Charlotte 
City (‘«u*orif in lake up the issue ui 
respousi' in the EPA report 

Two years «rt the making the 
report is lurilv distinled bv llie 
ta&ii ‘ “ unlifUrY 
Pinase v« Sirolte/n**lp*9« 
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"The weight of scientific evi¬ 
dence simply does not lead to the 
conclusion that (secondhand 
smoke) causes lung cancer in 
nonsmokers.'' said a prepared 
statement from RJ. Revnolriy 
Tobacco Co. of W inston-Salem 
Hut (tie report was hailed as a 
milmone by groups that have 
fought tobacco interests since the 
1964 surgeon general s report first 
linked smoking with lung cancer. 

"Having the EPA s backing is 
gcing to carry more weight,'" said 
Virginia Popovich, Metrolina 


region director of the American 
Lung Association. 

"It is a hammer we can hold 
over the head of the legislature to 
get some action," she said. 

The group wants N C. legislators 
to increase the tobacco tax and to 
strengthen and enforce its 100- 
year otd law prohibiting cigarette 
safes to minors. 

In lOTO.Souih Carolina passed a 
law against smoking — except in 
designated smoking areas — in 
public school*, 'lay care centers, 
health (.ire fsorthies, public work* 
places, elevators »n«J theaters. 

North Carotiua has no such law. 
But in recent years. New Hanover 
and Wake counties have harmed 
smoking in public places, such as 
sports arenas, shopping malls. 


libraries and theaters* 

Charfotte follows the slate fife* 
prevention code, allowing the (be. 
marshal to decide where smoking 1 
ts a hazard 

Still, smoking Is limited in some 
public places. At Ihe Charlotte 
Coliseum, smoking Is banned in 
the arena but permitted in the. 
corridors. The Chariotte-Medden* 
burg Government Center and 
Charhwe/Potigiat International 
.Airport have tvftaanaceo smoking 
areas. Hospitals are smoke-free 

bracking polictes at Charlotte 
businesses vary. Because the EPA 
report connects secondhand 
smoke with childhood respiratory 
problems, it also will be used to 
convince parents not to smoke at: 
home 
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